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Executive Summary 

A Community Health Needs Assessment is an important tool used to identify the health 

needs of a community. The results assist in prioritizing health needs that lead to the 

allocation of appropriate resources and the creation of new partnerships to improve the 

health of the population.  

 

In 2015 and 2016, the Western Upper Peninsula 2015 Health Needs Assessment  was 

conducted for approximately 80,000 residents in Baraga, Gogebic, Houghton, Iron, 

Keweenaw, and Ontonagon Counties in the Western U.P. of Michigan. It also included 

data from four Wisconsin border counties whose residents access health services in 

Michigan. 

 

The Western Upper Peninsula Health Department led the assessment in partnership with 

Aspirus Keweenaw, Aspirus Ontonagon, Aspirus Grand View, Aspirus Iron River, Baraga 

County Memorial Hospital, U.P. Health System - Portage, Copper Country Mental Health 

Services, Gogebic County Community Mental Health Authority, and the Upper Great Lakes 

Family Health Center.  

 

The purpose of Aspirus Keweenawõs Community Health Needs Assessment is to:  

 

1) assist in identifying priority health needs of the areas served by Aspirus Keweenaw 

and aligning organizational resources to meet those needs. 

 

2) comply with newly established requirements enforced by the Internal Revenue 

Service (IRS) and based on the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 

(PPACA) enacted in March 2010.  

 

The PPACA law requires all 501(c)(3) hospital organizations to conduct a 

òCommunity Health Needs Assessment and prepare a corresponding 

implementation strategy once every three taxable years.ó 
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Executive Summary 

This report is divided into four distinct sections that fulfill the requirements of the PPACA. 

 

Aspirus Keweenaw Organization and Overview: This includes a description of Aspirus 

Keweenaw, a definition of the community, and an overview of the demographics of the 

communities that Aspirus Keweenaw serves. 

 

A listing of local health services can be found in Appendix A. Service area demographics 

on a broader scope can be found in Appendix B. 

 

Regional CHNA Development Process: This includes an outline of the large-scale 

collaboration to develop a regional health assessment for the Western U.P. and Iron 

County, Wis. It also includes information on how all of the data was obtained and the 

process that was used for identifying priorities that meet the health needs of our 

communities.  

 

Regional and Local Priorities and Health Needs: This includes the determination of the 

priority areas and a listing of the major health needs of the entire community, including 

minority groups, uninsured, and low-income persons. 

 

Implementation Strategy & Goals Locally: The second half of Aspirus Keweenawõs CHNA 

includes an outline of the target strategies and activities that will serve to meet the needs 

identified in the overall assessment.  
 

 

NOTE: All data used in the 2016 Aspirus Keweenaw Hospital Community Health Needs Assessment is 

referenced from the 2016 Western Upper Peninsula Health Needs Assessment.  
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Aspirus Keweenaw  

Our Mission 

 

Passion for Excellence. Compassion for People. 

  

The mission of Aspirus Keweenaw is to deliver quality, convenient, compassionate 

care, while anticipating and identifying both the physical and emotional needs of 

our patients and their families. We are committed to meeting the healthcare needs 

of our community while maintaining our moral, professional, and financial integrity. 

  

Our Vision 

 

Aspirus Keweenaw is grounded in a strong tradition of community and patient-

focused care. We are a continually evolving healthcare system and will be the 

areaõs first choice for hospital-related services. 

 

Aspirus Keweenaw differentiates itself from other hospitals by continually building 

its service base and adding new services and technologies, consistent with local 

population needs. 

 

Aspirus Keweenaw values the teamwork that is an integral component of its future 

success. We will pursue and maintain important physician partnerships and 

healthcare organization alliances for the benefit and improvement of the health of 

the residents in the communities we serve. 

6/23/2016 
ASPIRUS KEWEENAW HOSPITAL 2016 

COMMUNITY HEALTH NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
5 



About  

 

Aspirus Keweenaw is a non-profit, community-directed healthcare organization 

located in Laurium, Mich., with clinics and outreach services in Laurium, 

Houghton, and Lake Linden. Aspirus Keweenaw is part of the Aspirus, Inc. hospital 

and clinic network headquartered in Wausau, Wis. As a rural, critical access 

hospital with 25 beds, Aspirus Keweenaw provides a broad range of inpatient and 

outpatient services and 24/7 access to emergency care. 

 

Additional services provided by Aspirus Keweenaw include family medicine, 

womenõs health, heart care, cancer care, orthopedics, general surgery, urology, 

ear-nose-throat, outpatient therapies, and eye care. 

 

In Fiscal Year 2015, Aspirus Keweenaw admitted 1,190 patients and treated 6,210 

patients with emergency medical needs.  

 

Other community health services and resources available in Houghton and 

Keweenaw Counties are listed in Appendix A.  
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Aspirus Keweenaw  

Aspirus Houghton Clinic Aspirus Keweenaw Hospital Aspirus Keweenaw Outpatient  

Therapies & Fitness Center 

Aspirus Eye Clinic Aspirus Keweenaw Laurium Wellness Aspirus Keweenaw Lake Linden Clinic 



Demographics and Description  

of Communities Served  

by Aspirus Keweenaw 

 

Aspirus Keweenaw primarily serves the 

communities of Houghton and 

Keweenaw Counties. The hospital is 

located in Laurium, Mich. and is 

bordered by Lake Superior on the north, 

east and west sides. See Diagram A.  

 
Diagram A  

The population of Houghton and Keweenaw Counties has remained stable for decades 

due to economic vitality supported by Michigan Technological University, high-tech 

business incubators, school systems, and small business. Larger generations of people, 

previously supported by vast copper and iron mining operations, have transitioned to 

this relatively stable population. Healthcare in Houghton and Keweenaw Counties is the 

fourth largest employer. 

 
In Houghton County, 16.1 percent of the population  is over 65 years of age, and, in 

Keweenaw County, the number is 30.9 percent. The shift to an aging population 

continues gradually. In Houghton County, 20.5 percent of the population is under 18, 

and, in Keweenaw County, its 17.7 percent. Birth rates in Houghton and Keweenaw 

Counties have remained stable for decades. In Keweenaw County 4.4 percent of the 

population is under 5 years of age.  That number is 5.3 percent in  Houghton County. 
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Aspirus Keweenaw  

The primary service area encompasses a population of more than 38,712 (according 

to the U.S. Census Bureau and American Community Survey). 



Many Western U.P. counties are designated as medically underserved areas. 
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Aspirus Keweenaw  

Additional demographic information can be found in Appendix B. 



CHNA Development Overview  
Regional and Local Community Health Needs Assessments 
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Regional and Local Data Used to Develop  

2015 Aspirus Keweenaw Hospital CHNA 

 (this document) 

Western Upper Peninsula 

Health Department  

and  

9 Healthcare Organizations 

Collaborate to Develop 

Regional and Local Collaboration and Reporting 


