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Gifts Honor Your Heroes and  
Help People In Our Community

Patients and their families often choose to  
show gratitude for the care and compassion 
they received, in a tangible way through the 

Aspirus Hero program.  

Recently, the family of Marilyn Beyer, made a gift 
in honor of the nurses who cared for Marilyn 
during her stay on the Surgical Care Unit at 
Aspirus Wausau Hospital. 

Darrel Lentz, President of Aspirus Wausau 
Hospital, participated in a surprise celebration 
of the Beyer’s Heroes. He shared the Beyer’s 
kind words about how each nurse touched their 
lives, and he echoed their thanks for the clinical 
excellence and compassion these nurses provide 
each and every day. 

Following is an excerpt from the family’s  letter  
to their heroes:

This note is an enormous thank you for your 

exceptional care, in addition to the beautiful 

compassion & kindness you expressed to us…

You provided friendly, cheerful and loving care  

at all hours of the day and night…You gave us 

excellent care, with a calm demeanor and  

a kind heart while in the SCU. 

Thank you, The Beyer Family

The Beyer’s gift was used, along with other gifts 
from our community, to support health initiatives 
in our community. One of the initiatives is a 
unique program called “Snow Bumps for Kids.” In 
an effort to provide children with the opportunity 
to develop active outdoor habits, the Central 
Cross Country Ski Association partnered with 
the Wausau School District and Aspirus Health 
Foundation to create and groom snow bumps 
in the playgrounds at Thomas Jefferson, South 
Mountain, and Stettin Elementary schools. 

Pictured above: Left to right, Darrell Lentz, Peggy Jaeger, Kalynn Pempek, Lisa Nowicki, Michelle Bell, Rebecca Cournaya, and 
Carla Bahr. (Heroes not pictured include David Thomaschefsky and Chelsea Clark.) 
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Gifts Help People Recover  
and Reclaim Their Lives

on October 27, 2012, a mother’s greatest fear 
came true for Jody McLaughlin. Her daughter, 
Brianna, age 20 at the time, was involved 

in a tragic automobile accident and was in critical 
condition at Aspirus Wausau Hospital with a traumatic 
brain injury. 

“Brianna received excellent care in the Intensive Care 
Unit at Aspirus,” said her mother Jody.  “We camped 
out in the ICU family waiting room for three weeks, 
where we met Dr. Margaret Anderson. Brianna’s rehab 
started in the ICU, and everybody was wonderful.

Because Brianna was in a non-medically induced 
coma, she was transferred to a specialized acute care 
hospital in Milwaukee which promotes recovery from 
critical and complex medical and surgical conditions. 
She spent nearly three months there. When Brianna 
was able to breathe without a ventilator she then 
was transferred to a second hospital in Milwaukee to 
receive care through a coma stimulation program for 
the next three months.  

Once she had started to come out of a coma, she 
transferred to a brain injury rehab center to continue 
her recovery.  Now, 23 months after her accident, she is 
living at home in the Town of Maine. Her mother knew 
it would be a long recovery process, and she is grateful 
for her daugther’s determination and her sister’s and 
family’s help.  Brianna’s Aunt Jill is a key factor in her 
success.  She said, “Brianna works hard every single day. 
Goals are important, and we’re not giving her the option 
to recover any less than 100%.” The phrase, “Suck it up 
Buttercup” has become a common expression between 
Jody and her daughter. Brianna has graduated from a 
wheel chair to a walker, and the next steps are walking 
and then living on her own. 

“Brianna used to barrel race horses, form pottery, do 
photography, and just have fun…like all 20 year old 
girls should.” This summer her family made sure she 
participated in social activities, such as going to the 
Concerts on the Square, Woodchucks baseball games, 
Equine Therapy and kayaking through the Aspirus 
Adaptive Adventures program. Social connections 
with peers are very important to recovery, and the 
McLaughlin’s are thankful for the Adaptive Adventures 
program which was developed by Dr. Anderson and 
her inpatient Rehab team and supported through 
donations from people in our community.

“Adaptive Adventurers began about three years ago 
with the goal of providing community resources, 
networking and recreation participation opportunities 
for people with adaptive needs, “ Danae Norton, 
Recreational Therapist, explained . “The group 
promotes physical activity, peer-to-peer support, 
adjustment to disability, and activities that help fulfill 
the adventurous spirit!”

Pictured to the left: Brianna McLaughlin gives 
a “thumbs” up after her kayak adventure on 
the Wisconsin River at the Adaptive Adventures 
Kayaking event on June 26, 2014.










