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LANSING — Warmer

weather and a cool state
economy have teamed up
to mean fewer snowmobile
riders on state trails —
and less money in the
pockets of those who rely
on them.
A snowy winter at the

peak of the snowmobile
era could pump nearly $1
billion into economy of the
state, with its nearly
300,000 registered snow-
mobiles and thousands of
miles of snowmobile trails.
But snow hasn’t always

been a sure thing in
Michigan’s winter wonder-
land recently.
And, according to the

Secretary of State’s office,
registrations have been
falling over the past
decade.
In October, 283,884 snow-

mobiles were registered in
Michigan, said Laura
Lehman, a communica-
tions representative for
the Secretary of State.
That’s down from October
2007, when 390,168 snow-
mobiles were registered.
A three-year registration

costs $30, the Secretary of
State says.
Snowmobilers need an

annual state-issued trail
permit sticker to ride on
public roads “where
authorized,” and on public
lands and trails, according
to the Michigan
Department of Natural
Resources.
An annual trail permit is

$48. Snowmobile trails offi-
cially open Dec. 1 and
close March 31.
During the 2016-17 win-

ter season, about 130,000
trail permit stickers were
issued, said Paul
Gaberdiel, a trails special-

ist with the DNR in
Newberry. That’s down
from about 200,000 issued
in the 2006-07 season,
Gaberdiel said.
He said he blames the

downturn on the cost of
snowmobiling, inconsis-
tent temperatures and
snow, and the Great
Recession of 2007-09,
which hit Michigan espe-
cially hard.
“It just hasn’t rebounded

from there,” Gaberdiel
said.
Bill Manson, executive

director of the Michigan
Snowmobile Association,
says snowmobiling
depends on disposable
income, and there has
been less of that since the
recession.
But he is optimistic

about the future of snow-
mobiling in Michigan.
“We’ll come back,” said

Manson, whose 17,000-
member organization is
based in the Grand Rapids
suburb of Wyoming.
In the late 1990s, sales of

new snowmobiles in
Michigan reached about
20,000 a year, he said. By
2008, sales had plunged to
about 3,000 units a year, he
said, but rebounded to
about 6,000 last year.
“There’s a good feeling

among hard-core snowmo-
bilers that this is going to

be a good winter,” said
Manson, who counts him-
self among those hard-
core riders.
“We’ve stabilized. If we

have a good winter, I think
we’ll see permits, sales,
registrations all go up,” he
said.
Back in 2007, before the

recession hit, snowmobil-
ing was a $1-billion-a-year
industry in the state, he
said. These days, the
industry has slipped but
still contributes about $800
million a year to the state’s
economy, he said.
Sales, permits and regis-

trations account for much
of that impact. In addition,
the average snowmobiler
out on winter trails will
spend about $150 a day for
gas, food, lodging and

other expenses, he said.
State officials don’t break

down how much is spent
on snowmobiling but do
know how much vacation-
ers spend overall in the
state in the winter months.
Last winter, leisure trav-

elers in Michigan spent
nearly $3.9 billion, out of
$15.3 billion for the entire
year, said Michelle

Grinnell, director of media
and public relations for the
state’s Economic
Development Corp. Travel
Michigan program.
At Copper Country

Rentals in Calumet, about
10 miles north of Houghton
and Hancock, snowmobile
rentals have been on the
rise, said owner Susan
Bushong.
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Dance party
at MTU

From human-centered
computer research to the
performing arts, dance is
alive on the Michigan
Technological University
campus. As part of nation-
wide International
Education Week celebra-
tions, the University is
throwing a community
dance party. 
Michigan Tech

International Programs
and Services invites every-
one of all ages to learn the
stories and steps of tradi-
tional dances of Africa and
India, along with Latin
salsa, at the international
social from 6-9 p.m.
Tuesday, in the Memorial
Union Ballroom. 
The free lessons are

hosted by the Indian
Students Association,
NOSOTROS (Latino and
Hispanic culture), and the
African Students
Organization. No experi-
ence required. 

Safety urged
during deer season
ESCANABA —

Michigan’s 2017 firearm
deer season starts on
Wednesday. Hunting acci-
dents have steadily
decreased over the past
few decades — partially
due to the introduction of
hunting safety classes.
In preparation for this

season, Michigan
Department of Natural
Resources (DNR)-certified
hunting safety instructor
Tim Kobasic offered some
hunting safety tips as a
“refresher course” for
hunters venturing out to
bag their buck.
Kobasic said knowing

how to safely handle
firearms is essential for
people who will be using
them while hunting.

Snowmobile sales
rebound, but less

snow slows recovery
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Shawn Thill of Marquette breaks in his newly purchased ski-doo snowmobile
Tuesday evening along a trail near the Crossroads along County Road 553.


